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Department of Hawaiian Home Lands
State of HawaiÔi

           LoaÔa
    Ka ÔAina
 HoÔopulapula

Applying for
Hawaiian Home Lands
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Aloha kakou!

Welcome to the Hawaiian home lands program.  The program

has its roots in the Hawaiian Homes Commission Act of 1920, as

amended.  It provides native Hawaiians with several benefits that we

hope will assist you and your Ôohana for generations to come.  Entry

into the program, however, depends largely upon you.  In the course of

applying for a homestead, you may find yourself embarking on a jour-

ney of discovery into your familyÕs history.  While it often takes time, for

most people it is a process well worth the effort.

This booklet is designed to make your entry into the program as

smooth and fruitful as possible.  Like the Ôulu tree, the Hawaiian home

lands program can provide sustenance for generations to come.

We look forward to serving you.

Aloha,

The Department of Hawaiian Home Lands
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Me ka malama `ana, ulu pono ke kumu la`au
`ulu i kanu `ia a ho`opa`a `ia ma ka `aina ola mau.

Ho`olako ke kumu la`au o`o
i na mea `ai i na kanaka e `ai i kana hua.

The breadfruit tree, planted and rooted in life sustaining land,
grows strong when it is cared for.

Year after year the mature tree provides nourishment to all who eat its fruit.
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§  §  §

Introduction

In the early 1900's Prince Jonah Kuhio KalanianaÔole and his
supporters sought ways to revitalize the Hawaiian people.  Prince
Kuhio's vision of Ôaina hoÔopulapula or "restoration through the land"
resulted in the passage of the "Hawaiian Homes Commission Act of
1920" (HHCA) by the United States Congress.  It was signed into law on
July 9, 1921, by President Warren G. Harding.

The Act reserved 203,500 acres, "more or less," of public lands in
the Territory of HawaiÔi for homesteading by native Hawaiians.  These
lands were called Hawaiian home lands.  Today, the Department of
Hawaiian Home Lands (DHHL) is responsible for administering the
Hawaiian home lands' program.  DHHL continues to strive for Prince
Kuhio's vision of returning the Hawaiian people to the land through the
many benefits and programs it offers.

Prince Jonah Kuhio KalanianaÔole

2
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In order to make the application process as smooth as possible, there
are certain things you need to know and do as an applicant.  Since the
land benefits offered by the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands
(DHHL) are very valuable, it is important to understand that DHHL is
responsible for maintaining the integrity of the HHCA in administering
its programs.  An essential element of this responsibility is requiring
applicants to demonstrate, through documentation, that they are eligible
for the program.

Eligibility Requirements

To be eligible to apply for a Hawaiian home lands homestead lease,
you must meet two requirements:

You must be at least 18 years of age; and

You must be a native Hawaiian, defined as "any descendant of
not less than one-half part of the blood of the races inhabiting the
Hawaiian Islands previous to 1778."  This means, you must have
a blood quantum of at least 50 percent Hawaiian.  This
requirement remains unchanged since the HHCA's passage
in 1921.

Tracing Your Genealogy

The general rule of thumb in determining 50 percent blood quantum
is to submit enough documentation tracing your genealogy to your full
Hawaiian ancestor(s).  Some applicants need only go back two
generations Ð that is, to their grandparents.

Others may need to go back further, gathering pieces of information
which eventually grow into a large family tree with roots beginning with full
Hawaiian ancestors.

§

§

3
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However, before starting your search for acceptable documents, kuka, or
consult  with your ̀ohana.  They are an invaluable source of information.
Once you've "talked story," you should be better prepared to begin gathering
the documentation needed to show eligibility for the program.

There are two categories of documents used in determining eligibility:
primary and secondary.

Primary Documents

The primary documents used to show you are of age and a qualified
native Hawaiian are:

A certified copy of Certificate of Birth ;

A certified copy of Certificate of Hawaiian Birth, including
testimonies; or

A certified copy of Certificate of Delayed Birth.

You will need the certified birth certificates for:

Yourself;

Your biological father; and

Your biological mother.

The state Department of Health (DOH), Vital Records Section,
records documents by island and district (geographically) and by the date
of the event (chronologically).

If your biological parents' documents don't clearly prove that you
have at least 50 percent Hawaiian ancestry, you will also need certified
birth certificates for:

Your biological father's parents; and

Your biological mother's parents.

4
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Sample of the PREFERRED birth certificate:

Certificate of Live Birth

5

S A M P L E
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In order to process your application, DHHL utilizes information that is

found only on the original Certificate of Live Birth, which is either black or

green.  This is a more complete record of your birth than the Certification of

Live Birth (a computer-generated printout).  Submitting the original Certificate

of Live Birth will save you time and money since the computer-generated

Certification requires additional verification by DHHL.

When requesting a certified copy of your birth certificate from the Vital

Records Section of DOH, let the clerk know you are requesting it "For

DHHL Purposes," and that you need a copy of the original Certificate of

Live Birth and not the computer-generated Certification.  If mailing in your

request form, please fill in "For DHHL Purposes" in the "Reason for

Requesting a Certified Copy" section.  (See example on page 6.)

Please note that DOH no longer offers same day service.  If you plan on

picking up your certified DOH document(s), you should allow at least 10

working days for DOH to process your request(s), OR four to six weeks if you

want your certified certificate(s) mailed to you.

In the event the Vital Records Section does not have a birth certificate for

any of your parents or grandparents, they will issue a "No-record" certification.

"No-record" certification means after searching its records, the DOH cannot find

the requested birth certificates.  Please submit this "No-record" certification with

your other documents to DHHL.

If you are adopted, your biological birth record is probably sealed.   In this

instance, DHHL staff may be able to assist you in getting the ethnicity of your

biological parents.  Additionally, depending on your particular circumstance the

Family Court may be able to help you get the information you need.  If your

adoption occurred in the State of HawaiÔi, you may be able to get a copy of your

original birth certificate.  Access to out of state adoption records, however, vary

according to the respective jurisdiction.

Secondary Documents

There are times when the birth certificates for yourself and/or your parents

or grandparents are not available and you have gotten "No-record" certifications

from DOH.  DHHL may accept secondary documents which assist in

establishing family ties or blood quantum in place of primary documents.

7
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Department of
Hawaiian Home Lands

Chairman's Office
1099 Alakea Street, Suite 2000

Honolulu, Hawai`i   96813
Telephone: (808) 586-3800

FAX: (808) 586-3899

Information and Community
Relations Office

Telephone: (808) 586-3840
FAX: (808) 586-3843

Writer:
Michele Lum Molina

Illustrator:
Reiko N. Tom

Design & Production:
VideoPoint Productions, Inc.

Printer:
Pacific Printing & Publishing

Hawaiian Language Translator:
Carol Silva

Mahalo to the State Department of Health
Office of Health Status Monitoring

for its continued support and assistance.

*This booklet is meant to assist you with the application process for obtaining
Hawaiian home lands.  It is not an administrative rule book.  If you wish to
view the Department of Hawaiian Home LandsÕ Administrative Rules, please
contact the district office in your area.
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Department of Hawaiian Home Lands
State of Hawai`i

August 2000

Case 1:08-cv-02254-JR     Document 11      Filed 02/09/2009     Page 46 of 52



�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

���������	
�

Case 1:08-cv-02254-JR     Document 11      Filed 02/09/2009     Page 47 of 52



�
�
�
�

����������	
��
 �
�
��
	���	����	
����������� �

�
�
������������	�
�����
������������������������������ �����������
��������������������������������������������
������ ����� ��� �
����
������	��������	�������� ��!�"# !#���$%��

&��
����'��(��������
	���
�)������*	
�+������
�,��� �������-(���.��
	**�,����(�
���,�
��*�,�����+���������/�����0����'� ��
�+��������1��!2�!3�
�
	��(��������
�������	*���,�
��*��
�(�
���,�
��*�, �����	���
�	�����	�
	��	��
��'�������4�(�������
�����������'�����
�,	

�� �

&��
�*	
���5������
�,�	
�	*��������*	
�����+�����	* ������0�����	�4����������
��4���
�
�	*�6�����+�������,����	�����������	
����� �	
�����	�	'�
������
�
��������������������	*�'�����
�,	

�����'����
�	��� ����������
�'�
�*��
������
���������0��+���������
������	*������������+����-(� ��.��	
�4�����(�
���
,�
��*�,����	��
�,	

�����,,	

��,��������������	�� ,������
��
	,�
�
���� �

�	�������	**�,�������,��
��4�7	'�
�	
�8��
��8��4��� ������'�
�����
�,��
������
���� �'�����
�,	

�(�����
��
�����������
�
�**�
����*
	� �����	���
�'�����
�,	

�
��������	������	��	*�����+�����	*����������

��������	
���
���	��������������	��	��������������� ����
����	�������� ��

�
989�&5-�+� ��!��� �

�

�
�
�
�
:� ��;�����������	
��
��5�,��<� =(	���>� �<�&�
���	*�+�
'�,� �<�$
�'�,��$	��,� �<�8�������	���	*�8��(����� �

Case 1:08-cv-02254-JR     Document 11      Filed 02/09/2009     Page 48 of 52



�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

���������	
�

Case 1:08-cv-02254-JR     Document 11      Filed 02/09/2009     Page 49 of 52



Case 1:08-cv-02254-JR     Document 11      Filed 02/09/2009     Page 50 of 52



Case 1:08-cv-02254-JR     Document 11      Filed 02/09/2009     Page 51 of 52



� :��

���������	��������
�������
��

�
���������
�����
��������	�

�
���������	�
�����
���� � ��
� � � � � � ��
� � � ��������������������������� �� � � � � �
������������������������ � � � ������������
������	������������������ �

� � � � � � ��
���������
�����$+��-� � ��
� � � � � � ��
� � � � ���	
�
������� ��

�
�

��
��
��	����
���
�����

�
� ��� 0)%-%*� �	��$!3���#6"%!$�� )$!$',� �$!+%5,� +)�+� 0-�%&+%55F#� =%!#+��($&1$1��.(*-�%&+�7�#�

#$!�$1��%��$(�%-�+)%#�C+)�1�,�.5�=$'!"�!,�����C�"*.&�+)$�5.--.7%&3��

�
�.'$!+�=	���"$!�

B�D�=."!+$$&+)��+!$$+���	<	�
<�#)%&3+.&��2	�	�����������:�

!'�"$!X*$! %&#�.%$	�.(�
�

� � ����������
� � � � � � � VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVV�
� � � � � � � 0
���0��	���������O4����
� � � � � � � $

��
�&�����@���

����

�����&1.!!���-$&��."!+���"%+$����
��5�,$++$�
%--��0���C������:��
GB��H�����:�:�����

�
�

�
�

s/ Philip J. Berg
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